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MOTLEY CREW
Members of Garfield
Park's new Stairway

Studios collective, from
left: Eric Gushee, Jason
Hawk, Jyl Bonaguro,
Solvador Dominguez,

Inside the walls of Chicago’s
ubiquitous yet nondescript artist

studio buildings (they funcrion

something like are-world speakeasies

Stairy
the West side, and w

l]l”lil]’t‘l[?\ (J[. artists I'I'l:l!'{i.‘ :II](]

moonlight in thriving independent
communities. One of the newest,
Stairway Studios, was started by
the entreprencurial artist trio Trevor
(' Neil, Jason Hawk and Eric Gushee.
In their East Garfield Park building,

situated in the shade of the Green

l.il'lt.' tracks, E]'IL'_\' |1.'I\'L‘ l:lk{."l'l :lll\'.”l[-l_'_"\L‘Ilrlllt' m|m\| space, L'|1:lf:lt'll'ri?.t‘L] l\_\

concrete floors, sky-high ceilings and, most importantly, an abundance of

square footage that is as affordable as it is durable. So far, they have welcomed
nine artists into their community.

While most studio buildings are home to a host of mediums and styles,
the artists and designers at Stairway are linked by their ambitious and often
irreverent ways nl']\rudllcing artwork. Claprrap studios that belong to Hawk
and Laura Davis each boast industrial welding equipment; Hawk's darkly

inventive sculprures featuring scavenged bits are a fun counterpoint to

Davis” studious yer playful assemblages—small rendered meral forms thar
are often elegantly lanked by found objects like old art and design books

and antique jewelry. Down the hall, O’Neil’s colorful, eclectic furniture

CLIMBING HIGH

ay Studios is a new design and art collective on

lk-ins are welcom

By Jessica Cochran

Phetography by Saverio Truglia

Brod Nugent and

Trevor 0'Ne

and sleek sculprural lighting picces
emerge from an enormous studio,
tricked out with various shop tools.

studio is filled

Jonathan Cermak’s

with paintings that range from

_G!T\_,-"“I"!"e.l neosurrealist to pumh_\' abstract and
uberconceprual; he used shredded
currency (all legally obrained from
the Board of Trade, of course!) in a
recent series.

But how do people—from the
casual art enthusiast to the curious

L'ﬂ]|L'L'[ﬂ]'—.“.'l.'l.‘h_\ ||'IL')(' artists :I]'I(l thuir wares? Turns out, anvone can ['I'I'.!l'\('

an appointment to sit down and brainstorm an idea. After all, this is where
the action is, as much of the work is destined for :_':1||L'riu~, showrooms and
public spaces. High-end and high-concept, Gushee’s sprawling, intricate
wire sculprures, for example, are sold by way of Holly Hunt, and a recent
commission rests in the lobby at 33 North Dearborn in Chicago’s Loop.
While one-on-one visits are definitely ('m'unr:lgcd. Stairway Studios

o Artists’

can .il.\'l! lhl’ﬂ“' a :_:i}l![,i party; at thcir recent l]:l.\']'l i‘(]l’ {hil

Month, they welcomed over 600 people. Their next open studio event on

May 3 promises to be a similarly fabulous fete, with music, guest collabs
and refreshments served on an eclectic, custom-built piano bar (|cnigm‘d

by... who else? The inventive artists of Stairway Studios.

86



